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CHRIS KERN 

SUPREME COURF :NIXON TAPES 
ANNCE -: 


THE U.S, SUPREME COURT HAS RULED THAT THE NEWS MEDIA 
DON'T HAVE A RIGHT TO BROADCAST THE WHITE HOUSE TAPE RECORDINGS 
THAT WERE USED AS EVIDENCE OF THE WATERGATE CONSPIRACY. 

CHRIS KERN REPORTS, 
VOICE: 

EVER SINCE THE TRIAL OF RICHARD NIXON'S TOP ASSOCIATES 
BACK IN 1974, THE AMERICAN RADIO AND TELEVISION NETWORKS HAVE 
WANTED TO BROADCAST THE 22 HOURS OF WHITE HOUSE TAPE RECORDINGS 
THAT WERE USED TO PROVE THE WATERGATE CONSPIRACY. 

THE TAPES WERE INTRODUCED AS EVIDENCE AT THE TRIAL, 

THEY WERE PLAYED TO THE JURY AND REPORTERS, AND TRANSCRIPTS 
OF THEM WERE WIDELY PUBLISHED, BUT THE NEWS MEDIA ARGUED 
THAT THE PUBLIC HAD A RIGHT TO HEAR THE TAPES AS THEY WERE 
ACTUALLY PRESENTED IN THE COURTROOM. MR. NIXON'S LAWYERS 
COUNTERED WITH A CLAIM THAT THE RECORDINGS WERE HIS PRIVATE 
PROPERTY, THAT BROADCAST OF THEM WOULD VIOLATE HIS 
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT OF PRIVACY AND THAT COPIES WOULD BE 
PLAYED AT COCKTAIL PARTIES AND IN COMEDY ACTS -=- RESULTING 
IN "EMBARRASSMENT AND ANGUISH" FOR MR. NIXON. 

AND, FOR ONCE, THE SUPREME COURT HAS AGREED WITH THE 
FORMER PRESIDENT. IN A SEVEN-TO-TWO DECISION, THE COURT 
SAID TRIAL JUDGES MAY MAKE EXCEPTIONS TO THE GENERAL RULE 
THAT JUDICIAL RECORDS CAN BE COPIED. IN THIS CASE, TRIAL 
JUDGE JOHN SIRICA REFUSED TO RELEASE THE TAPES, AT LEAST FOR 
THE TIME BEING. THAT DECISION, THE SUPREME COURT SAID, 
SHOULD BE PERMITTED TO STAND. 
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THE COURT REJECTED TWO CLAIMS MADE BY THE BROADCASTERS 
BASEO ON THEIR RESPONSIBILITY TO INFORM THE PUBLIC. THE 
JUSTICES SAID THE CONSTITUTION'S FREE PRESS 
GUARANTEE DOESN'T GIVE THE NEWS MEDIA ANY GREATER RIGHT OF 
ACCESS TO JUDICIAL EVIDENCE THAN IS AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL 
PUBLIC, AND THEY SAID THE CONSTITUTIONAL REQUIREMENT 
THAT TRIALS BE PUBLIC IS SATISFIED IF REPORTERS ARE ALLOWED 
TO COME INTO THE COURTROOM AND COVER THE PROCEEDINGS -~ EVEN 
IF THEY AREN'T ALLOWED TO TAKE COPIES OF ALL THE EVIDENCE 
WITH THEM WHEN THEY LEAVE. 

THE SUPREME COURT HAS LEFT OPEN THE POSSIBLITY THAT THE 
TAPES WILL EVENTUALLY BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC, 
EITHER UNDER A REVISED ORDER BY THE TRIAL COURT OR UNDER 
PRECEDURES SET UP BY CONGRESS FOR DEALING WITH THE NIXON 
TAPES. BUT THE CHANCES THAT THEY WILL BE PLAYED ON THE AIR 
ANY TIME IN THE NEAR FUTURE APPEAR TO BE VERY SLIM INDEED. 
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